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THE  DECAY  OF TSffE  MEDIEVAL  SYSTEM

WE have now reached the time when, in
succession to the monk and the friar, the parish
priest comes to the front. Save for him the
three centuries which preceded the breach
between England and Rome were a time of
ecclesiastical decay. In every department
except the intellectual and spiritual there
was progress. But in these, the most serious
aspects of life, there was no progress at all.
Men continued to live by the ideas of the
thirteenth century, and their scheme of
thought became not only threadbare and
uninteresting, like the products of a school
of art or literature in its last imitative stage ;
it becafne powerless for moral influence,
and ended by provoking an irresistible repug-
nance. Then hostility to the practice and
view of life justified by the mediaeval theory of
the Church led to an examination and rejection
of the theory itself.

It is impossible to fix a definite date for the
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